
 

A MISSIONARY LESSON 
 

John 4:28-42 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the 

men, 29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 30 

Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. 31 In the mean while his disciples prayed 

him, saying, Master, eat. 32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. 33 

Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat? 34 Jesus 

saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 35 Say 

not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your 

eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 36 And he that reapeth 

receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that 

reapeth may rejoice together. 37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another 

reapeth. 38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye 

are entered into their labours. 39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for 

the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did. 40 So when the 

Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he 

abode there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his own word; 42 And said unto 

the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and 

know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

 
A MISSIONARY WOMAN 28-30 

 LOTTIE MOON 

 ANNIE ARMSTRONG 

 

I heard a story some time ago of a missionary in Africa who gave a Bible to one of the African men. When it 

was given to him, the man hugged it close & expressed great appreciation for the precious gift of Gods Word 

that the missionary had given him. 

 

But when the missionary saw him a few days later he noticed, much to his dismay, that the Bible looked like it 

was already falling apart, & that many of its pages were missing. The missionary asked him, "What happened? 

What did you do to your Bible? When I gave it to you I thought you considered it to be a treasured possession." 

 

The man replied. "Indeed, it is a very precious possession. It is the finest gift I have ever received. It is so 

precious that when I returned to my village I very carefully chose a page & tore it out & gave it to my mother. 

Then I tore out another page & gave it to my father. And I tore out another page & gave it to my wife. Finally, I 

gave a page of God’s Word to everybody who lives in my village."  

 

We may smile at that, but what a testimony! The message of God’s Word was so wonderful to him that he 

wanted to share it with everyone he knew! 

 

A MISSIONARY LESSON 31-38    

  

 THE PRIORITY OF MISSIONS 31-32 

  MORE IMPORTANT THAN LIFES PHYSICAL NEED 

I heard the story of the boy who was fishing on a stream when a group of teenagers arrived on the scene 

with their rods and reels and fancy flies. They thrashed the water as they joked and laughed casting and 



reeling in repeatedly but catching nothing. The boy sat intently watching the tip of his tree-branch pole. 

Every so often he pulled up a fish. Finally one of the fellows shouted, "How do you do it? We’ve got 

special flies but we’re not catching anything!" The boy looked up long enough to reply, "I’m fishing for 

fish. You’re fishing for fun." Maybe we need to become a little more focused in our attempts to reach 

people with the gospel.    

 

 THE PERCEPTION FOR MISSIONS 35-36 
  THE NEED FOR REAPERS 35 

  THE NATURE OF REWARDS 36 

In preparation for a meeting in a large city, famed evangelist Billy Sunday wrote a  letter to the mayor 

in which he asked for the name of individuals he knew who had a spiritual problem and needed help and 

prayer. How surprised the evangelist was when he received from the mayor a city directory. 

 

 THE PASSION FOR MISSIONS 

  The great Indian leader Ghandi was a Hindu, but in his early days was much impressed by the  

  message of the gospel of Christ. He determined to find out more and for several Sundays   

  attended a church in Pretoria. This turned out to be a sad experience for he found that his   

  fellow  worshippers weren’t serious believers at all; they were worldly-minded people   

  going to church for recreation and in order to conform to the expected custom. Ghandi   

  concluded, wrongly, that there was nothing in Christianity which he did not already better  

  possess. He once said, "I’d seriously consider becoming a Christian - if it weren’t for   

  Christians". What an indictment! Remember that Christians are the visible representatives  

  of Christ here on earth. Are we giving the right signals to those around us? 

  

 THE PARTICIPANTS IN MISSIONS 37-38 

  More people have been brought into the church by the kindness of real Christian love than by  

  all the theological arguments in the world. (William Barclay). 

   

A MISSIONARY RESPONSE 39-42 

 

 A PRACTICAL WITNESS 4:39-40  THE FIRST BELIEVERS 

 

 A PERSONAL WITNESS 4:41-42  THE FOLLOWING OF BELIEVERS 
 

 

THE GREAT COMMISSION Matthew 28:18-20, "And Jesus came and spake unto them, 

saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." 

 Someone said it well: “EVANGELIZE OR FOSSILIZE” 

 Missions are not a side line! It is the LIFELINE of the church. 

 

THE GREAT OMISSION James 4:17, "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 

not, to him it is sin." 

 

 

 



Ill. There was once a very wealthy father who had a beautiful daughter. It came time for him to offer the hand 

of his daughter in marriage, yet this father wanted to select just the right kind of man for his little girl. An 

invitation was issued to all of the available bachelors in town. They were collectively summoned to the massive 

estate. The advertisement read, if you will answer this invitation, you will receive either a million dollars in 

cash, a thousand acres of land, or the hand of my beautiful daughter in marriage and then everything I own will 

be yours. Well, the young men came in droves, yet upon their arrival to the mansion they discovered that there 

was one requirement not mentioned in the advertisement. The stipulation was, to receive the prize someone had 

to swim the length of a certain pond. Well, that seemed simple enough, but there was another catch. The father 

had stocked his pond with some of the most dangerous creatures known to mankind. Alligators, water 

moccasins, sharks, piranha, they were all there and all these men had to do was demonstrate their bravery by 

swimming to the other side. The father thought that if I’m to give the hand of my daughter, the most precious 

possession in life, I want to make sure that the man is worthy and will be a good protector. READY, SET, GO! 

But no one seemed willing to take the plunge. The father was broken hearted. He turned to walk away, but then, 

to his surprise heard a splash. He quickly turned around to see one young man fighting his way through the 

pond. He was kicking a shark, wrestling the alligator, and had a snake in each hand. Finally, the young man 

climbed out on the other side bloody, torn, totally exhausted -- barely alive, but alive. The father rushes up 

saying, "I’ve never seen such bravery. I’ve never witnessed such heroism. You are indeed a worthy young man. 

Now, do you want the million dollars?" The young man answers, breathlessly, "No!" "Well, do you want the 

1000 acres of land?" Again the young man says, "No!" "Then you must want the hand of my beautiful daughter 

in marriage, right?" The young man exclaims, "No ... all I want is the name of the guy who pushed me in." 


