
CAN WE PLEASE SEE JESUS? 

John 12:20-23 

WHY CAN’T I SING THAT SONG AGAIN ? 

Psalms 137:1-4 ¶ By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we 

remembered Zion. 2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. 3 For there 

they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of 

us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 4 How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a 

strange land? 

THE POSITION OF THE PEOPLE 

OUT OF PLACE   “by the rivers of Babylon” 

OUT OF PLANS  “we sat down” 

OUT OF PASSION  “we wept”  

  

THE PROBLEM WITH THE PEOPLE 

 2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. 

 Out of Frustration 

 Out of Desperation 

 Out of Speculation 

THE PRESSURE ON THE PEOPLE 

 3a For there they that carried us away captive 

 DEMEANING 

 DEGRADING 

 DEMANDING 

THE PROPOSITION OF THE PEOPLE 

3 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that         

wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 

THE TRUTH REQUIRED----- Sing us one of the songs of Zion 

THE JOY REQUIRED--------- required of us mirth 

 

  THE IMPORTUNITY------------  

      THE OPPORTUNITY----------- 

Albert Barnes' Notes on the Bible  And they that wasted us - Margin, laid us on heaps. The Hebrew word 

means a tormentor; properly, one who extorts lamentation from others, or who causes them to howl - to wit, 



under oppression or wrong. The Septuagint and Latin Vulgate render it, "They who led us away." The general 

idea is, those under whom they were then suffering; or, who had caused these trials to come upon them. 

Required of us mirth - literally, "Our tormentors, joy." The Hebrew word means joy; and the sense is, 

that they asked them to give the usual indications of joy and happiness - to wit, a song. The language 

means, "Cheer up; be happy; give us one of the beautiful songs which you were accustomed to sing in 

your own land." It may, indeed, have been in derision; but there is no proof that it was. 

Saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion - The songs - the sacred hymns - which you were accustomed to sing 

in worship in your own land. 

        

        

HOW SHALL WE SING THE LORD'S SONG IN A STRANGE LAND? 

 

THE STRANGE LAND OF SECRECY----- 

 SECRET STRUGGLES 

 SECRET SINS 

THE STRANGE LAND OF SUFFICIENCY----REV 3 Laodicea 

 

THE STRANGE LAND OF SENTIMENTS --- 

 Opinions 

 Thoughts 

 Ideas 

 views 

 attitudes 

 

THE STRANGE LAND OF STRUGGLES---  1 Samuel 17:1-2  Now the Philistines gathered 

together their armies to battle, and were gathered together at Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, and 

pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in Ephesdammim.  And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered 

together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in array against the Philistines.  

Decision, Decisiveness, Defeat, Despondency, Determination, Discovery, 

 

 Daily Ones 

 Deliberate Ones 

1. Dark valleys are UNAVOIDABLE.. Job 5:6-7  Although affliction cometh not forth 

of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground;  Yet man is born unto 

trouble, as the sparks fly upward.  

2. Dark valleys are UNPREDICTABLE. 

3. Dark valleys are IMPARTIAL. 



 

C.H. Spurgeon: ‘When the soul grows sorrowful he revives it; when it is sinful he sanctifies it; 

when it is weak he strengthens it. He has many ways to revive the soul: Prayer, His word, the 

Holy Spirit, hope, Christian community, experience. He does it! 

Psalms 85:6 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee? 

Psalms 51:12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 


