
DISCERNING THE TIMES 

Acts 1:1-9 ¶ The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do 

and teach, 2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had 

given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3 To whom also he shewed 

himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 

speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4 And, being assembled together 

with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with 

water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 6 ¶ When they 

therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 

again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or 

the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8 But ye shall receive power, after 

that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9 And when he had 

spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 

sight.  

Matthew 16:1-4 ¶ The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him 

that he would shew them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered and said unto them, When it is 

evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. 3 And in the morning, It will be foul 

weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the 

sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times? 4 A wicked and adulterous generation 

seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. 

And he left them, and departed. 

THE TIMES ARE EVIL 
 As we watch the downward spiral of our society today, we realize that a powder keg is ready to 
explode. Something has got to change. 
 We look at the deteriorating moral values in our nation–the divorce rate, abortion, 
pornography, drug addiction and child abuse. We witness what has transpired in the homosexual 
community. We are shocked at the violent crimes, the drive-by shootings and the terrorism that 
plagues our world. What is the world coming to? Is the end near? 
 What will be the signs of Jesus’ coming and the end of the world? This was the very same 
question Jesus’ disciples asked. Jesus’ answer to them and to us is found. 

   https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/february-2009/as-in-the-days-of-noah/  

Matthew 24:37-39: As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. For as 
in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that [Noah] entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them all 
away; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. 

 



MORAL DECLINE {ethical, good, right, moral, descent, honorable} 

 AT THE COLLEGE 
 The University of North Georgia decided Friday to suspend Dante Harris for the upcoming 
summer and fall semesters. 
 In November, Harris photographed Major Richard Neikirk, second in command of the 
university’s Army ROTC program, while Neikirk was at a urinal. Neikirk had pulled his shorts down 
below his buttocks, which were visible in the photo. Harris then sent the photo to three friends, who 
shared it widely on mass messaging platform GroupMe. 
 Harris, a 21-year-old junior, is attending the university on a $70,000 military scholarship that 
paid for his tuition, room, food, books and uniforms, and entitled him to National Guard weekend drill 
pay, the GI Bill, pay for attending Army basic and advanced training and Army ROTC contract pay. It 
is not yet clear if he will keep the scholarship. 

 AT THE HOME 
 A Georgia teen accused in the brutal slaying of her grandparents earlier this month partied with 
her boyfriend in their house while the bodies began to rot, according to officials. Police said that 
Cassandra Bjorge, 17, and her boyfriend Johnny Rider, 19, sealed the doors and windows to contain 
the stench of the decomposing bodies so they could throw a party at the home in Lawrenceville, 
Georgia. 
 The teen girl’s grandparents, Randall and Wendy Bjorge, both 63, had been dead for a week 
before their bodies were discovered during a wellness check on April 8, news station WXIA reported. 
 Bjorge and Rider were both charged with murder and aggravated assault in the deaths of the 
elderly couple. The teens allegedly slashed their throats, as well as kicked, beat and used a tire iron 
on the pair, according to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 
 The 17-year-old appeared at a preliminary hearing Wednesday, where she reportedly 
confessed to stabbing her grandparents. 

 AT THE RESTAURANT 

 A 40-year-old man was arrested after he attacked and tried to take an 11-year-old girl 

from the women's restroom at Sonny's BBQ in Brunswick, a police report said.  The Glynn 

County Police Department said the attempted abduction happened Saturday afternoon at 

Sonny's BBQ at 5328 New Jesup Highway. 

MERCILESS DEMANDS {cruel, harsh, heartless} 

 

METHODICAL DISPLAY 

2 Tim 3:1-6 ¶ This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be 

lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 

unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 

fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures 

more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from 

such turn away. 6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly 

women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 

 

http://nypost.com/2017/04/10/teen-girl-boyfriend-suspected-in-killing-her-grandparents/
http://www.11alive.com/news/crime/teen-confesses-to-murdering-grandparents/432533876
http://www.ajc.com/news/crime--law/tire-iron-used-brutal-slaying-gwinnett-grandparents-cops-say/SsHlUhIGIO9I5HSF3FdIPI/


THE TIMES ARE EXHAUSTING 
Eccl 12:8-14 ¶ Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity. 9 And moreover, because the 

preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought 

out, and set in order many proverbs. 10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: 

and that which was written was upright, even words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are as 

goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. 

12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and 

much study is a weariness of the flesh. 13 ¶ Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 

Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God shall 

bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 

evil. 

   FOR THE SENIOR ADULT--- 2-7 

 

   FOR THE YOUNG PARENTS--- 

 

   FOR THE CHILDREN----------- 
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THE TIMES ARE EXCITING 

 WE ARE INVALUABLE {priceless, precious, vital} 
1 Peter 1:18-19 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 

silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But 

with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 

Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 

the riches of his grace; 
  As Worshippers {congregations, celebrants} 

  As Witnesses 

 



 WE ARE INSEPERABLE 
Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we 

are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these 

things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 

to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 

the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 WE ARE INEXCUSABLE 
Romans 2:1-2 ¶ Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for 

wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same 

things. 2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which 

commit such things. 

  

The Times are Escaping {fleeing} 
Ro 13:11-14 ¶ And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for 

now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.  

  WAKE UP 

  GET UP 

  DRESS UP  

 


